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HIS 319 Milestone Two Guidelines and Rubric
Overview
In Module Two, you identified three potential research topics, provided justification for each proposed topic, and included two potential primary and two potential secondary sources for each research topic for the final project. In this assignment, you will build upon that foundation to craft the introduction and thesis statement for your final research paper. When formulating your thesis statement, you should draw upon at least three scholarly primary or secondary resources. These resources need to be presented in a bibliography using Chicago (Turabian) format.
Each element of this milestone will help you in the development of your final project. Review this module’s Reading and Resources section for support on this assignment.
Directions
For this assignment, you must address the following rubric criteria:
1. Introduction: Introduce your topic related to African American history.
A. Briefly describe your topic and provide the reasons for this choice.
2. Thesis Statement: Provide a thesis statement that sets up the argument that you will prove in your research paper.
A. Your argument should provide an answer that points to the significance of your chosen topic in African American history.
B. Your thesis statement should be formulated after reading the primary and secondary sources that you selected from the Research Topic Ideas list provided in the Supporting
Materials section below.
C. Use the Shapiro Library Research Guide in the Supporting Materials section below to support your argument in the Research and Analysis section of your final paper.
D. Your thesis statement should be 1‒2 sentences long.
3. Historical Lens: Describe the historical lens, such as social, cultural, political, or economic, that you are relying on in your research paper.
A. Briefly describe the significance of researching and writing about your topic using one or more historical lenses and explaining the reasons you chose each one.
4. Rough Draft: Create a rough draft of your research paper.
A. Provide a historical analysis by incorporating your primary and secondary sources into your paper.
B. This draft should be at least 2 pages of analysis.
5. Bibliography: Provide a bibliography that contains at least three primary sources and four scholarly secondary sources.
A. Use the resources in the Supporting Materials section below and in the module’s Reading and Resources section to support the bibliography.
What to Submit
Milestone Two should be submitted as at least a 4- to 5-page Microsoft Word document with double spacing, 12-point Times New Roman font, and one-inch margins. Your sources should be cited in Chicago (Turabian) format. 
Supporting Materials
The following resources support your work on the project:
Shapiro Library Research Guide: History
This Shapiro Library resource will support your thesis statement and the body of your research paper.
Resource: Research Topic Ideas
This SNHU document provides a comprehensive list of research topic ideas to support the final project.
AI Usage
If you use gen AI tools to support your work on this assignment, be sure to follow these AI usage guidelines. You must acknowledge your use of these tools in your work. Guidelines on how
to cite AI tools can be found in this Shapiro Library guide.
Milestone Two Rubric
	Criteria
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Partially Meets Expectations
	Does Not Meet Expectations
	Value

	Introduction
	N/A
This level is not applicable for grading of this criterion
	Introduces the topic related to
African American history
(100%)
	N/A
This level is not applicable for grading of this criterion
	Does not attempt criterion
(0%)
	10

	Thesis Statement
	Exceeds expectations in an exceptionally clear, insightful, sophisticated, or creative manner (100%)
	Provides a thesis statement that sets up the argument to prove in the research paper
(85%)
	Provides a thesis statement but the thesis statement includes gaps or lacks relevance to the argument to prove in the research paper (55%)
	Does not attempt criterion
(0%)
	10

	Historical Lens
	Exceeds expectations in an exceptionally clear, insightful, sophisticated, or creative manner (100%)
	Describes the historical lens, such as social, cultural, political, or economic, relied on in the research paper (85%)
	Describes the historical lens but the description contains gaps or lacks details (55%)
	Does not attempt criterion
(0%)
	10



	Criteria
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Partially Meets Expectations
	Does Not Meet Expectations
	Value

	Rough Draft
	Exceeds expectations in an exceptionally clear, insightful, sophisticated, or creative manner (100%)
	Creates a rough draft of the research paper (85%)
	Creates a rough draft, but with errors or lack of details (55%)
	Does not attempt criterion
(0%)
	25

	Bibliography
	Exceeds expectations in an exceptionally clear, insightful, sophisticated, or creative manner (100%)
	Provides a bibliography that contains at least three primary sources and four scholarly secondary sources (85%)
	Provides a bibliography with one or two primary sources and one to three secondary sources (55%)
	Does not attempt criterion
(0%)
	25

	Clear Communication
	Exceeds expectations with an intentional use of language that promotes a thorough understanding (100%)
	Consistently and effectively communicates in an organized way to a specific audience
(85%)
	Shows progress toward meeting expectations, but communication is inconsistent or ineffective in a way that negatively impacts understanding (55%)
	Shows no evidence of consistent, effective, or organized communication (0%)
	10

	Citations and Attributions
	Uses citations for ideas requiring attribution, with few or no minor errors (100%)
	Uses citations for ideas requiring attribution, with consistent minor errors (85%)
	Uses citations for ideas requiring attribution, with major errors (55%)
	Does not use citations for ideas requiring attribution (0%)
	10

	Total:
	100%
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